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                                       ..     + +      .       + +         +   .         ..     +     +                  .+             .                                          from disparate sites across Asia and the Middle . .     understand how heat links climate change to. .         dialogue, and thought in Santiago, Chile, our    .           
                                       ..      +       .      +   +        +  .          ..    +      +                   +            ..                                          East, they draw upon critical logistics studies, .     colonialism, from there they un-discipline  . .         current geographical separation has pushed our  .            
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                                    . .    .  +         +        +      . . +         .   .     .    +    +                +             .   ..                                 .   for this year's transmediale newspaper. New . .    .   Our work involves nothing, bad debt, refuse,           ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   .  .                           
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                                    .   . +               +    +   +      +  .         ..        .     +                     +           .    ..                              .      @afffirmations is your Daily Refill of   .     .       -  Kelsey Brod is a PhD student in the    .            functions as a shared intellectual resource                 
                                     .  .+.                +  +           +.  .        ..        .     +                     +          .     ..                              .      Positive Affirmations on Instagram. With .     .          Computational Media, Arts and Cultures  .           that identifies, analyses, and mediates                     
   DESIGN NOTES                      .  + .                + +           +  .  .       .         .      +                    +          .     ..                              .      Quotes for the Heart, @afffirmations inspires   . .       program at Duke University.       .     .           current topics in digital art and culture. Our              
    -  -  -  -                       .  +  .           {IMG:1:100:18:true}   .  .      ..         .      +                    +        .      ..                              .     a growing number of followers around the globe    .     -  Alexander Strecker is a PhD candidate in.           aim is to provide new knowledge about the                   
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     This publication has been designed in a.               ++          +     .  .     . .         .      +                   +       .       .                                .    @afffirmations Instagram for Official Merch.    .  .      Visual Studies at Duke University.   .    .         technology. We focus on forming research    .                
     browser using plain text, javascript and git.          ++         +       .  .   .  .         .                          +      .       ..                                 .            .      .  .              .    .       .   .   -  Jordan Sjol is a PhD candidate in the.    .         projects, collaborations and international   .               
      To include images, HTML and CSS were used.           + +         +        .  .  .  .         .                           +    .        ..                                    -  Alan Diaz is an architect and theorist based.          Program in Literature at Duke University.  .         networks. We publish newspapers and a journal, .             
      The generated PDF was made ready for print           + +         +         .  . .   .         .                              .        . .                                       in Mexico City with a research focus on    .        -  Kristen Tapson (PhD) is a Scholar in   .    .    .  arrange PhD seminars, internal research          .            
      using ghostscript, pdftk and mutools.     .          + +        +          .  . .   .         .                             .         . .                                      critical philosophy, philosophy of technology           Residence in the Department of Art, Art.    .    .  seminars, research conferences, and organize     .            
                                     + . .       .         + +        +           .  ..    .         .                           .         . .                                       and media theory.                .  .      .           History and Visual Studies at Duke University.   .   public exhibitions and events with digital media  .           
      The design tool developed for this .        .        + +        +            . ..    .         .                          .         .  .                                    -  Lara Scherrieble, Goldsmiths College, is a.         -  Katia Schwerzmann (PhD) is a research and    .   .  artists and researchers from around the world.     .           
      publication continues on two research        .       ++         +             . .    .         .                         .          .  .                                      researcher in the field of pop-culture and.             teaching fellow at the Bauhaus Universität    . .   Besides contributing analytically and              .           
     tracks. First html2print, a research.          .      ++         +             . .     .         .                       .          .   .                                      resistance and co-founder of the queerfeminist         Weimar.     .     .  .                  .      . .   theoretically to the field, DARC also engages in  .            
     developed by Open Source Publishing where       .     ++         +              ..     .         .                      .           .  .                                       collective and dj-label FAM_.      ..     .           .            .     .  .                  .      ..   practical experiments, and often in collaboration  .            
    graphic design for print is produced using web    .    ++         +              ...    .         .                     .           .   .                                    -  Lukas Stolz is a PhD candidate at the Sociology       .            .     .  .                  .      ..   with artists and practitioners.                   .             
    technologies: a browser, HTML, CSS and             .  + +         +               ..    .         .                    .            .   .                                       department of Goldsmiths College interested in      Bad Bitch Link Up - +How Can I Live? Only in      ..     .             .  .  .  .    .                 .               
   sometimes javascript. Second the asciiwriter        .  +  +        +               ..     .        .                    .           .   .                                        post-progressive radical imaginaries in the         ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~       ..   -  Malthe Stavning Erslev, PhD Researcher      .                
  library, developed by Manetta Berends and Gijs        .+    +        +              ...    .        .                   .            .   .                                         Anthropocene.   .                .    . .          Refusal+ (p. 16)      . .                .        ..   -  Gabriel Pereira, PhD Researcher           .                  
  de Heij. This experimental Python library draws       +     +        +             . ..    .        .                   .            .   .                                       .    .       .    .                .     ..           ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~      . .               .         ..   -  Emanuele Andreoli, PhD Researcher        .                   
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 text. To allow the library to run in a browser it     +.      +        +           .  . .   .       .                   .             .  .                                        Governance - +Special_Intellectual_Zone+ (p. 8)       .                     . .            .           . .   -  Winnie Soon, Associate Professor    .                       
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contribute to the layout. To open up the process    + .           +       +           .   .  .     .                      .             ..                                          GOVERNANCE is at once an collaborative audio-      .   within and without the academy. Together, we  .    .                 .          .     .                             
to more the blockly library was used to support    + .             +      +           .    ..      .                      .              .                                          visual noise performance project, and an    ..    .    aim to highlight enduring lineages of refusal .    .   CSNI (Centre for the Study of the Networked                  
'visual coding'. The layout is defined through a  + .              +      +          .     ..      .                       .            ..                                           experimental tactical media collective.    . .   .    while attending to contemporary moves towards .        ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                  
 series of blocks, influencing the text frames,   +.                +      +         .     ..     .                        .            . .                                          Through performative interventions, lectures, . .      redress and reparative justice. We’re inspired        Image) - +A Partial Lexicon of Delinking: a                  
 but also their geometry. The material in the    +.                 +      +        .      ..     .                         .           . .                                          and multimedia publications, we view the works .       by the sustenance of the quotidian, the     .          ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                 
  publication is retrieved from the git-repository                          +       .      ..    .                           .          .  .                                         of Governance as an exaggeration of the    .   ..      exponential facts of Blackness, and the     .          pluriversal exercise of fragments and multiple              
  used by the contributors to work on their     +                           +      .       ..    .                            .         .   .                                        performativity of knowledge production; an.   .  .     ancient futures of non-colonialism, which all          ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~               
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    Open Source Publishing is a design collective                            +   .        . .   .                                .      .    .                                 .    legible as ‘knowledge work’ and imbued with a .        UCLA:                      .               .            [https://www.centreforthestudyof.net/]                      
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     proprietary software they use only Free / +                              +.            .   .                                  .    .     .                               .             .                               ..   .         -  alea adigweme is a multidisciplinary Igbo-          CSNI (Centre for the Study of the Networked                  
      Libre Open Source tools (F/LOSS). This   +                              +             .   .                                   .   .      .                              .    -  Rebecca Uliasz is a media artist and PhD   .           Vincentian cultural worker based in      .           Image) is a research centre based at London                  
      refusal allows to research +what+ a graphic                            .+             .   .                                    .   .     .                              .       Candidate in the department of Computational           Tovaangar, the unceded Tongva land commonly         South Bank University. It brings together                     
      design practice can be too. They focus on+                             .+            .                                          .  .     .                              .      Media, Arts and Cultures at Duke University             called Los Angeles.      .              .           researchers from cultural studies, contemporary               
      the relationship between the work produced+                           . +            .                                           .       .                               .     and holds an MFA from SUNY Stony Brook.  .          -  Catherine Feliz is an interdisciplinary artist       art and media practice, and software studies,                 
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   R E F U S A L   T O   B E   R E F U S E D :   O N   M O D E S                              ‧   anti-racist, feminist, and decolonial agenda, affirms      ‧                      ‧   port infrastructures of the Persian Gulf – heavily shaped by     ‧             EE           ‧   the soil, depleted groundwater, made crops less           ‧  
    -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                              ‧   the possibility of new political subjectivities and       ‧                      ‧   the weight of US empire – to Myanmar’s pipelines moving oil      ‧                          ‧   resilient. All but large landholding farmers fell into    ‧  
   O F   R E S I S T A N C E   T O   L O G I S T I C A L                                       ‧   alliances.                                               ‧                       ‧   and gas to Thailand and China – closely tracked by the          ‧               FF          ‧   heavy debt. Smaller farmers, most often from lower         ‧ 
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                                                                                                             ‧   Myanmar military’s brutal counterinsurgency campaigns. There    ‧                           ‧   castes, had to sell lands to become farm laborers. With    ‧ 
   C A P I T A L   I N   T H E   G L O B A L   S O U T H                                                                                                                            ‧   can be little surprise that as Myanmar’s generals seize power   ‧               UU U        ‧   liberalization in the 90s, things turned worse. Limits     ‧ 
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                         Proposition 2: The power of refusal derives from the fact                           ‧   once again, logistical capitalism has become an important      ‧                            ‧   on crop imports were removed and India integrated into     ‧ 
                                                                                                ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                           ‧   site of resistance to military rule. In no small part, to      ‧               S  S S       ‧   volatile global markets. The state’s food program – the    ‧ 
                                                                                                that logistical capital is spread thin and wide across                              ‧   refuse military rule is to refuse the generals’ hold over     ‧                             ‧   major erstwhile buyer of foodgrains – was dismantled,      ‧ 
 Proposition 1: Refusal in the networks of logistical capital is                                ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                               ‧   contemporary logistical capitalism in Myanmar.                ‧               A   A  A      ‧   support prices frozen, so that farmers failed to recover   ‧ 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                diverse geographies of extraction, production, consumption                                                                                                                         ‧   costs even with good harvests. Trapped in debt without      ‧ 
intimately tied up with the prospect and fear of becoming refuse                                ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                                                                            L     L       ‧   exit, many took their lives. The new farm bills remove     ‧  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                 and waste in sometimes counterintuitive ways to drive up                             Proposition 3: Refusal is a question of understanding the                                     ‧   the few safeguards left. In the hands of private           ‧  
or social waste.                                                                                ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                              ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                     ‧   players, one will see an unjust model of contract          ‧  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                                                 profit margins.                                                                      affordances and constitutive frictions in the networks of                                     ‧   farming that decimates all but the largest landholders.   ‧   
   What Martin Danyluk calls “capital’s logistical fix” to the                                  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                                      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                      T      T      ‧   Pegged to global markets and export quality, crop prices   ‧   
   problem of overdevelopment involves a constant remaking of                                      The logistics revolution is a shift to lean, flexible                             logistical capital.                                                                          ‧   can be manipulated citing market volatility and low       ‧    
   the geographies of circulation and production, such that new                                   production models since the 70s which relies on low                                 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                            O     O      ‧   standards. The ‘backward’ agri-sector is now at the       ‧    
   territories can be constantly opened up for valorization.                                      stockpiles; where volume of production can be scaled up and                            Because logistical capital “hits the ground” in often                                   ‧   crosshairs of the nexus of extraction, logistics and       ‧    
   This repeats the violence of primitive accumulation: existing                                  down according to changing demands and circumstances. This                             singular contexts, despite its best attempts to                                         ‧   finance which Mezzadra & Neilson see as the driver of     ‧     
   lifeworlds are reformatted and their inhabitants ejected as                                    hyper optimization and pressure to produce and move things                              homogenize and scale with seamless precision, “capital                                 ‧   new frontiers. Sensing their coming precarization,       ‧      
   surplus populations from the circuits of care and social                                       just-in-time, therefore, relies on a vast reservoir of living                           must continue to wind in and out of scalable relations.”                     B  B B   ‧   even Punjab’s relatively prosperous farmers,              ‧      
    reciprocity, essentially abandoning them to general precarity                                labor and material conditions –  on “forms and practices of                              The big picture is a certain alignment and                                            ‧   beneficiaries of the Green Revolution, are out on the     ‧      
    if not outright social death. We ask whether these racialized                                human cooperation and sociality” and the peculiarities of                                 operationalization of material, technical and social                         EE E    ‧   streets alongside small landholders and landless         ‧       
    and gendered surplus populations – as reservoirs of surplus life                             geographical “niches” – external to capital to achieve its                                forces – an alignment that might be wired up in other,                               ‧   laborers. Women protest in record numbers, as do         ‧       
    – might also be grasped as the “life supports” propping up                                  goals. For Sandro Mezzadra and Brett Neilson, extraction as                                unproductive ways. Indeed, the act of refusal can take                              ‧   children and the old. These coalitions are remarkable    ‧        
    logistical capital. At stake is the question of the relation                                the dynamic of logistical capital “highlights the relevance                                various forms (strikes, boycotts, sabotage, etc.) and                               ‧   since they bridge deep fractures of caste, religion,     ‧        
     between capitalist accumulation and surplus populations, a                                 of capital’s relation with its multiple outsides.” This is                                  scales (e.g., transnational) while accommodating short                     RR      ‧   gender and ideology. Clan-based village councils – the   ‧        
     relation that grounds our understanding of refusal in the first                           good news in the sense that, spread thin and wide, capital                                   or long-term mobilizations. The strategy of refusal also                           ‧   backbone of agrarian social order in North and West     ‧         
     place.                                                                                    renders itself vulnerable to disruption because of                                           raises the question of who can afford its implications:                   E       ‧   India – have taken oaths to defeat the BJP party-        ‧         
                                                                                               multiplying choke points. The task of refusal is to figure                                   such as losing a job, what risks might be taken, what                             ‧   state, holding protest gatherings in districts           ‧         
   {IMG:0:67:19:true}                                                                          out where vulnerabilities lie, how to turn capital’s use                                      backup plans exist. Refusal also needs a concrete,                     FF        ‧   numbering into the millions. The fragile solidarity of   ‧         
                                                                                              of social and material frictions against it.                                                   intuitive awareness of the affordances of the machines and                       ‧   the protests has persisted despite the state’s           ‧         
                                                                                                                                                                                             technical assemblages with which one works. A great                   UU         ‧   attempts to vilify, divide and diffuse. Huge community   ‧         
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    not only part of it, but essential to its production. Eve Tuck                        and ‘innovation’. This software is both the code and its                                   vanguard vogue. Too often we think of ourselves as 'inventing                                                                                                 
    and K. Wayne Yang theorize that all knowledge production, in                          capacity for self-modification. The traditional humanities,                                concepts' and 'probing methodologies' but really we are all poets                                     L     L  L                                              
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   dominating. To know the other, or to create an imaginative or                            performance of power. However, critique, modes of                                       clear. A court room creates incorporeal changes that are not                                          I      I  I                                              
   technical representation of the other, is the unavoidable first                          resistance and subordinated ontologies are often co-opted                              material but are transformative. A judge pronounces someone guilty                                                                                              
   step in projects of neo-colonial, protocological control.                                by the project of neoliberal expansion within the academy                              and creates a profound sociogeny. It doesn't matter if it is true, it                                   N     N  N                                              
                                                                                            and out. In recent years in the US, the humanities have been                           matters that it satisfices, it brute forces whatever logic into the                                                                                             
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   Mezzadra and Brett Nielson to name a few) in defining the Special                         methodologies, program hyper-interdisciplinary scholarship,                          to how speech acts operate. In +No Selves To Abolish+ we see a                                                                                                   
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                 ‧    ‧          ‧                    ‧ ‧  ‧    ‧        ‧ ‧ ‧     :‧  :  ‧   ‧     ‧‧        :   ‧   ‧   ‧:   ‧       ‧        ‧        :   ‧‧  ‧      ‧‧                                                                                                                    understanding that disability is an important and         
                 ‧     II I       ‧              T T  ‧  ‧ ‧    ‧       ‧ ‧  ‧      :‧ : ‧ ‧   ‧   ‧ ‧        :  ‧    ‧‧  ‧ :  ‧      ‧         ‧       :    ‧ ‧‧        ‧                                                                                               T T T                not to be 'corrected' experience. Disability is           
                 ‧       ‧         ‧             :AA  ‧  ‧ ‧    ‧      ‧  ‧ ‧        :‧:   ‧    ‧ ‧  ‧         :‧     ‧ ‧  ‧ : ‧     ‧          ‧     :‧     ‧  ‧       ‧ ‧                           What is a barrier? What is normative space?                                             something we want to be part of the world                 
                 ‧   ‧T   ‧         ‧            :    ‧   ‧     ‧      ‧ ‧  ‧         :‧:  ‧‧   ‧‧   ‧         :‧     ‧ ‧   ‧‧:‧     ‧          ‧     :‧     ‧  ‧       ‧  ‧                          ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                            therefore we refuse any 'access' mechanisms that           
                  ‧        ‧         ‧            : G ‧  ‧‧      ‧    ‧ ‧   ‧         : :  ‧  ‧‧  ‧  ‧         :     ‧   ‧  ‧ ‧:    ‧            ‧   :‧      ‧ ‧ ‧     ‧     ‧                        A barrier in this work is a structural condition or                                    impose normative standards: this refusal divests           
                  U‧UU       ‧        ‧           :   ‧ ‧  ‧     ‧   ‧ ‧    ‧          ::‧  ‧ ‧‧   ‧ ‧        ‧ :    ‧   ‧   ‧ ‧:   ‧            ‧  :‧        ‧‧ ‧     ‧      ‧                      unreflected habit that prevents people from entering                                    from solutionism.                                          
                  ‧            ‧      ‧           :  AA‧    ‧     ‧ ‧ ‧     ‧           : ‧ ‧‧  ‧   ‧‧        ‧ :   ‧    ‧    ‧‧ :  ‧            ‧ :‧         ‧‧  ‧   ‧        ‧                     or being in a space. These can include so called             M M M                                                                                 
                A‧A A           ‧     ‧           :         ‧      ‧ ‧      ‧           :: ‧‧    ‧   ‧           : ‧      ‧    ‧‧:   ‧            ‧:          ‧   ‧  ‧          ‧                    'obvious' barriers like stairs, but also can                                                                                                      
               ‧   ‧             ‧    ‧           :‧ I  I    ‧     ‧‧       ‧           :: ‧‧‧   ‧   ‧‧          :‧       ‧    ‧‧ :  ‧            ‧:          ‧‧   ‧‧           ‧                   include less 'obvious' barriers like smells.                E  E  E                      Why wedges and what do they do in this work?               
              ‧ L L‧L              ‧  ‧          ‧: ‧        ‧    ‧‧ ‧      ‧           : : ‧‧    ‧  ‧ ‧         ‧:        ‧   ‧‧‧:   ‧           ‧:          ‧‧   ‧             ‧                                                                                                           ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                
             ‧                      ‧‧         ‧  : ‧ N  N    ‧  ‧‧   ‧     ‧           : : ‧ ‧   ‧ ‧   ‧       ‧  :       ‧  ‧ ‧ ‧:   ‧         ‧ :         ‧ ‧  ‧‧              ‧                In normative space, otherness is measured against a            L L L                       We think from ritual, because a ritual often says         
             ‧    S SS              ‧        ‧   : ‧      ‧   ‧  ‧     ‧    ‧           : ‧:‧  ‧  ‧ ‧   ‧      ‧   :       ‧ ‧  ‧  :    ‧        ‧  :        ‧  ‧‧ ‧              ‧                presumed "corporeal standard" (Campbell 2001) of                                           something about how people work within and around         
            ‧       RR             ‧ ‧     ‧     : ‧  S  S‧    ‧‧       ‧   ‧          :  ‧:‧   ‧‧  ‧    ‧    ‧     :       ‧‧   ‧ :‧     ‧     ‧   ‧:       ‧  ‧  ‧               ‧               cis, able-bodiedness, heterosexuality and                          TT                      given conditions. The concept of "misfitting"             
           ‧        ‧             ‧  ‧    ‧      :‧        ‧   ‧‧        ‧   ‧         :  ‧:‧   ‧‧  ‧    ‧   ‧      :       ‧    ‧ : ‧     ‧    ‧    ‧:      ‧ ‧‧  ‧               ‧              whiteness. This paradigm appears as though there                                             (Garland-Thompson 2011) describes how deviances          
           ‧        ‧  II        ‧   ‧   ‧      : ‧   T T  ‧   ‧         ‧   ‧        BB B :    ‧  ‧      ‧ ‧ ‧     :      ‧‧    ‧ : ‧      ‧  ‧      ‧:     ‧‧  ‧ ‧               ‧              are no alternatives; this is what we work against.                                           from a normative standard can become a source of         
           ‧         ‧          ‧   ‧   ‧       :‧   A  A  ‧   ‧‧         ‧  ‧             :‧  ‧‧  ‧      ‧‧  ‧      :   ‧  ‧     :   ‧       ‧‧      ‧ :    ‧   ‧‧                ‧             Working with trans* and crip knowing-making from                                               knowing-making. Our knowing-making method is tied       
           ‧         ‧  TT T  ‧     ‧          :‧          ‧   ‧‧         ‧  ‧       AA A  : ‧‧ ‧  ‧      ‧    ‧     :  ‧   ‧     :    ‧       ‧       ‧ :  ‧‧   ‧‧                ‧             the intersectional framework of Disability Justice                                             to misfitting as our rituals provoke moments of         
           ‧         ‧       ‧     ‧           :‧    GG    ‧   ‧‧         ‧   ‧            :‧ ‧‧  ‧     ‧ ‧     ‧     :‧    ‧    :‧     ‧      ‧‧      ‧  :‧  ‧  ‧                ‧              (Sins Invalid 2016), we connect refusal to non-                          M  M  M               questioning who and what fits. On the next two pages    
            ‧        ‧  U U U    ‧            :‧           ‧   ‧‧         ‧   ‧      RR   :‧  ‧‧  ‧     ‧ ‧     ‧     :     ‧    :‧     ‧      ‧ ‧      ‧ ‧:  ‧  ‧                ‧             normative access practices to refuse assimilation                                                you will find that our rituals are accompanied by      
             ‧       ‧          ‧       ‧    : ‧    A      ‧   ‧‧         ‧   ‧          ‧:  ‧  ‧ ‧    ‧ ‧       ‧   ‧:     ‧   : ‧      ‧     ‧ ‧      ‧‧  : ‧ ‧‧               ‧              into normative orders.                                                    E  E  E                images of wedges. A wedge is a triangular shape or     
             ‧       ‧  AA A   ‧         ‧   :‧           ‧    ‧‧        ‧     ‧    RR ‧ :   ‧    ‧   ‧  ‧        ‧‧   :    ‧  :   ‧     ‧     ‧  ‧     ‧‧    :‧‧‧              ‧                                                                                                                 cone that has a thick tapering to a thin edge. It     
              ‧      ‧       ‧            ‧ : ‧   II      ‧     ‧‧       ‧     ‧      ‧  : ‧     ‧ ‧ ‧  ‧         ‧‧   :   ‧  :    ‧      ‧     ‧ ‧    ‧ ‧    :‧‧               ‧                                                                                        L L L                    can secure or separate objects such a door and a      
               ‧     ‧ LL  ‧               : ‧           ‧     ‧‧ ‧     ‧      ‧  I II  :‧‧      ‧  ‧‧  ‧        ‧  ‧  :   ‧ :     ‧      ‧     ‧ ‧    ‧ ‧    ‧:‧              ‧                What are rituals?                                                                                 door frame, or one piece of wood into two or more.    
                 ‧   ‧    ‧                : ‧  N  N    ‧      ‧ ‧ ‧   ‧        ‧      :‧‧       ‧  ‧ ‧‧         ‧   ‧ :   ‧:      ‧      ‧      ‧    ‧   ‧   ‧ :             ‧                 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                       T                          Wedges that hold some doors open in varying angles   
                  ‧ SS   ‧                :  ‧ ‧        ‧      ‧ ‧  ‧ ‧         ‧E‧EE : ‧        ‧  ‧ ‧‧        ‧     ‧:  ‧:       ‧      ‧      ‧    ‧   ‧  ‧ ‧‧:           ‧                  Rituals exist throughout all cultures: from                                                        and shut others are interesting for barrier reducing 
                   ‧‧  ‧                 :  ‧  S ‧S    ‧      ‧   ‧  ‧           ‧:   :‧         ‧  ‧‧  ‧      ‧       :  :        ‧      ‧     ‧ ‧       ‧  ‧ ‧‧:         ‧                     cripritual.com, we read "Disabled, crip, d/Deaf,                                                  work. Not every wedge can create access through      
                    ‧ ‧                  :  ‧      ‧  ‧       ‧    ‧‧ ‧         R‧R R:‧‧         ‧  ‧    ‧     ‧       :‧:‧        ‧      ‧    ‧   ‧      ‧ ‧  ‧ :        ‧                      Mad, and Sick people face a lot of barriers and                                                   every door. The wedge is a difference making device, 
                    ‧‧‧                 :   ‧  T  T  ‧       ‧     ‧   ‧        ‧‧   ‧ ‧         ‧ ‧‧     ‧    ‧       ::‧         ‧      ‧   ‧    ‧      ‧ ‧ ‧  :       ‧                       stigma. One way that we deal with these barriers is                                               and a hacking device in two ways: it rough cuts      
                   ‧‧‧ ‧                :   ‧  A  A ‧  ‧     ‧    ‧ ‧   ‧      S‧:S:S  ‧         ‧‧  ‧     ‧   ‧       : ‧‧        ‧     ‧  ‧       ‧     ‧‧  ‧  :      ‧                         through rituals. Rituals can be things that we do             M  M  M                            materials, and it makes possible to gain             
                   ‧‧‧  ‧              :    ‧      ‧    ‧   ‧    ‧   ‧   ‧     B‧:B‧B ‧          ‧   ‧      ‧  ‧      ::‧  ‧       ‧     ‧ ‧         ‧    ‧‧  ‧ :‧     ‧                          to create accessibility, mark important moments, or                                              unauthorized access into closed systems. Thus the    
                   ‧ ‧   ‧             :    ‧   G ‧G     ‧  ‧    ‧    ‧   ‧      :    ‧         ‧‧    ‧     ‧   ‧     : ‧   ‧      ‧    ‧ ‧           ‧  ‧ ‧ ‧ : ‧   ‧                             to be in community with others who have similar                E E E                           wedge picks up access as both attack and contact.     
                  ‧   ‧  ‧             :    ‧             ‧‧    ‧      ‧  ‧    A::A A ‧        ‧ ‧     ‧    ‧    ‧    :‧     ‧    ‧     ‧             ‧‧ ‧ ‧ ‧:  ‧  ‧                              experiences." This resonates with us as we engage                                                                                                    
                  ‧   ‧‧  ‧           :      ‧  ‧ AA      ‧‧    ‧      ‧   ‧          ‧       ‧   ‧     ‧   ‧    ‧   :‧       ‧   ‧    ‧               ‧ ‧ ‧ ‧:  ‧ ‧                               ritual as a method, and practice it nearby the work                LL                          By driving a wedge into systemic practices that       
                  ‧    ‧‧  ‧          :      ‧ ‧          ‧     ‧       ‧  ‧   :R ‧RR ‧       ‧   ‧      ‧  ‧     ‧  :‧       ‧   ‧   ‧                ‧‧  ‧:‧  ‧                                   of Tina Campt. In Listening to Images, she                                                   ignore difference, our rituals: attend to              
                  ‧      ‧ ‧          :      ‧‧     I    ‧      ‧        ‧ ‧   :: ‧   ‧      ‧    ‧       ‧‧       ‧ :         ‧  ‧  ‧‧                 ‧‧ : ‧  ‧                                   describes rituals as "...practices that are                          TT                      differences, make soft hard systems (and               
                 ‧        ‧‧          :      ‧‧          ‧      ‧        ‧ ‧  : :R RR ‧      ‧    ‧       ‧‧        ::          ‧ ‧  ‧                 ‧ ‧: ‧‧  ‧                                    pervasive and ever-present yet ocluded by their                                            structures), render things as processes (through        
                 ‧         ‧          :     ‧ ‧      NN ‧        ‧         ‧  : :      ‧    ‧      ‧     ‧  ‧       ::‧          ‧  ‧                  ‧ :‧ ‧‧ ‧                                     seeming absence or erasure in representation,                                              repetition) rather than as static, make immediate       
                 ‧         ‧ ‧        :        ‧        ‧        ‧        ‧  :  :  III   ‧  ‧      ‧    ‧    ‧     :‧ :‧         ‧ ‧‧                 ‧ : ‧‧ ‧‧‧                                     routine or internalization." and continues, these                                          change and amplify changes that are already             
                          ‧    ‧      :        ‧     S ‧S         ‧       ‧  :  :          ‧‧      ‧   ‧      ‧    :‧ : ‧        ‧‧ ‧                 ‧:   ‧‧‧‧‧                                      are "practice(s) honed by the disposessed in the                                         ongoing.                                                 
                         ‧      ‧      :        ‧      ‧           ‧     ‧   :       E ‧    ‧       ‧ ‧        ‧  :‧   : ‧      ‧‧   ‧               ‧:    ‧ ‧‧                                       struggle to create possibility within the                           M  M  M                                                                       
                         ‧       ‧     :        ‧     T‧ T          ‧   ‧    :              ‧‧      ‧           ‧  ‧   :   ‧    ‧    ‧              ‧:     ‧  ‧‧                                      constraints of everyday life [...] [the] quiet and                                                                                                
                        ‧          ‧   :         ‧    ‧              ‧ ‧     :       RRR     ‧ ‧   ‧‧             ‧‧        ‧  ‧‧     ‧             :      ‧  ‧‧                                      the quotidian are mobilized as everyday practices of               E E E                C R I P   T E C H N O S C I E N C E   M A N I F E S       
                       ‧            ‧   :             ‧               ‧      :               ‧  ‧ ‧ ‧             ‧          ‧‧ ‧      ‧           :       ‧   ‧‧                                     refusal." (p. 4)                                                                         -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -        
                     ‧              ‧   :             ‧              ‧ ‧     :        SS S    ‧ ‧‧   ‧            ‧‧         ‧  ‧       ‧          :       ‧    ‧‧                                                                                                      L                    T O ,   A I M I   H A M R A I E   &   K E L L Y   F        
                    ‧                ‧   :            ‧             ‧   ‧     :       BB B    ‧‧ ‧   ‧            ‧ ‧        ‧‧‧          ‧       ‧:       ‧    ‧ ‧                                   Rituals can invite a stepping away from whatever                                        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -         
                   ‧                 ‧   :            ‧            ‧     ‧    :               ‧‧  ‧  ‧            ‧  ‧      ‧  ‧           ‧      ‧:      ‧     ‧  ‧                                 normativities and can allow entry into practices              T T T                     R I T S C H ,   2 0 1 9                                    
                  ‧                  ‧    :           ‧           ‧      ‧     :      A A A  ‧  ‧    ‧            ‧  ‧     ‧   ‧            ‧    ‧ :      ‧      ‧  ‧                                such as:                                                                                 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                    
                 ‧                  ‧      :          ‧          ‧        ‧    :            ‧    ‧   ‧            ‧   ‧   ‧    ‧              ‧  ‧  :    ‧       ‧   ‧                               refusing to ignore a feeling, refusing to not                                                                                                      
               ‧                    ‧      :                    ‧         ‧     :     R R  R      ‧  ‧            ‧   ‧   ‧    ‧               ‧     :           ‧    ‧                             listen to your body because doing so would make                                          In their +Crip Technoscience Manifesto+, Aimi              
              ‧                    ‧        :                   ‧         ‧      :        ‧        ‧ ‧            ‧   ‧  ‧     ‧                      :          ‧     ‧                            apparent the ableism of any space, refusing to                                           Hamraie and Kelly Fritsch describe crip                    
             ‧                   ‧           :                 ‧          ‧       :   R R ‧R        ‧‧            ‧   ‧  ‧     ‧                      :          ‧     ‧                           speed up even if that is the normalised tempo.                 M M M                       technoscience as "practices of critique,                  
             ‧                  ‧            :                 ‧          ‧       :       ‧                        ‧  ‧ ‧      ‧                        :        ‧      ‧                          Rituals are often a pathologized aspect of a lived                                         alteration, and reinvention of our material-              
            ‧                  ‧              :                ‧         ‧         :  I I I                             ‧      ‧                         :       ‧      ‧                          disability experience. One example of this is                      EE                      discursive world." (p. 2) as well as a "field of          
           ‧                 ‧                 :               ‧         ‧          :     ‧                             ‧      ‧                                ‧        ‧                        stimming, the repetition of movements or sounds                                              knowing" (ibid.) With the term crip, Hamraie and         
           ‧               ‧                   :               ‧        ‧            :EE   ‧                            ‧      ‧                                ‧        ‧                        that one finds calming or joyful – rituals,                            LL                    Fritsch point to "the non-compliant, anti-               
           ‧              ‧                     :               ‧      ‧                    ‧                           ‧       ‧                               ‧        ‧                       rituals, rituals. Rituals can be moments of joy, of                                            assimilationist position that disability is a           
           ‧             ‧                      :               ‧     ‧              R       ‧                          ‧       ‧                              ‧         ‧                       refusal, of collective practice, of uncomfort and                        T T T                 desirable part of the world". (ibid.) Crip              
           ‧           ‧                         :               ‧   ‧                        ‧                         ‧                                      ‧         ‧                       of unlearning.                                                                                 technoscience centers the work of disabled people as    
            ‧         ‧                                           ‧ ‧                S                                   ‧                                     ‧        ‧                                                                                                                        knowers and makers, is committed to access as          
             ‧                                                     ‧                                                     ‧                                    ‧         ‧                                                                                                                        friction and builds on interdependence and             
                                                                  ‧ ‧                                                     ‧                                   ‧        ‧                        What is access?                                                                                   disability justice.                                   
                                                                                                                          ‧                                   ‧        ‧                        ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                          M M M                                                                          
                                                                                                                           ‧                                 ‧        ‧                         Access is a process of reducing a barrier which                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                             ‧       ‧                          allows for people to enter a space. But what are                        E                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                    ‧                           the terms upon which people can do so? Sometimes,                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                 people are required to conform with normative                     L L L                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                 standards as a prerequisite for gaining access.                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                 This makes access a frictioned term, meaning that              T  T  T                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             L o r e n   B r i t t o n ,   I s a b e l   P a e h r     
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  N O T H I N G   B U T   D E B T S :                                                             public to do this.” What is implied here is                                                           {IMG:0:115:29:true}                                                                                                                        
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                         TT                  that the research done, the work accomplished,                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   P E R F O R M I N G   T H E   N E O -                                                          and the knowledge shared up to now do not                                                                                                                                                                                                        
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                      HH H                deserve public recognition, until the                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  I N S T I T U T I O N                                                                            institution decides otherwise. In other words:                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                                        I  I I                not before yet more work has been done. However,                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                   the work has to be conceived of as “an                                                                                                                                                                                                          
    Our original proposal to the Research Refusal                           N   N  N               opportunity, not an obligation.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                
   CFP was titled “Nothing Happening Here: From                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
   Research Refusals to Studying Together.” Yet even                       G     G  G              ™ is the most slippery object imaginable. Try to                                                                                                                                                                                                
   after we submitted, the provenance of our title                                                 catch a wet fish! ™ doesn’t provide a structure to                                                                                                                                                                                              
   was not entirely clear to us. “Nothing” made                                                    support the performing of (research) refusal. If                                                                                                                                                                                                
   sense, since we'd worked on nothing together                                                    refusal means—following Tuck and Yang—to “turn the                                                                                                                                                                                              
   before. In “Happening,” there seemed to be a                           B      B  B              gaze back upon power” (p. 241), how to refuse                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   gesture towards 1960s “Happenings” and perhaps a                                                something that invisibilizes its power either by                                                                                                                                                                                                
   future promise of performativity. But what about                        U     U  U             its being oblivious to it or by its refusal to take                                                                                                                                                                                              
   “Here”? Where did that come from? Where was "here,"                                            the responsibility that comes with it?                                                                                                                                                                                                           
   and what did it signify?                                                 T   T  T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                  Careful however: this is not an attack on                                                                                                                                                                                                        
    We began the conclusion to our first listserv email                                           individual O, themselves taken in the slippery nets                                                                                                                                                                                              
    with: “This contradiction between togetherness and                                           of the structure. Instead, this text is an attempt                                                                                                                                                                                                
    individuality is something we will explore further in                     DD D               to make the flimmering, glittery structure of the                                                                                                                                                                                                 
    subsequent provocations, but for now, let us make our                                        neo/non-institution visible. Refusal is our                                                                                                                                                                                                       
    own position clear...” (11/30/2020). Yet despite                          EE                ethical and political responsibility and this                                                                                                                                                                                                      
     striving for clarity, in the preceding sentences, we                                       attempt is the closest we will come to refusing ™,                                                                                                                                                                                                 
     qualified these same we’s, us’s, and our’s. In short,                   BB                 for now.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
     we attempted to recognize the disparity of our varying                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
      positions by writing:                                                 T                  We are irritated with each other that we have                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                               complied in writing this, but we agree that to                                                                                                                                                                                                      
       ‧  We are all in this together. Or we should      ‧                SS                   not comply “won’t mean much.” This irritation                                                                                                                                                                                                       
        ‧  say, we are each in this together. Because    ‧                N                   turns into responsibilization of each other, as                                                            +Seven researchers, from two different Refusal groups, not working and doing nothing together over Zoom.+                                 
        ‧  we also want to acknowledge our               ‧                                    we assign ourselves tasks of editing, writing,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
        ‧  differentiated positions: first within our   ‧               O O                   designing—work we all love to do—but not for                                                                                                                                                                                                         
        ‧  group, and then across all nine groups, and  ‧                                     nothing! We, the group Nothing Happening Here,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
         ‧  finally amongst the organizers. We want    ‧               T TT                  have arrived at the neo-institution of ™ to find                                                                                                                                                                                                      
         ‧  to problematize the too-easy use of the    ‧                                     nothing already here—except for the                                                                      We had already accepted that we could not yet claim               only way to find a larger vision is to be                                  
         ‧  word “we.” We ask you to be suspicious    ‧               H H  H                 responsibilization to become something.                                                                  common experience with our fellow refusers. Yet against           somewhere in particular” (p. 590). In the past                             
         ‧  of those who say “we”—including us!       ‧                                                                                                                                               the backdrop of the impossibility of building common             year, we shared the experience of being scattered                           
                                                                     I I     I               We comply because ™ provides the conditions for                                                          interests within our various heres, we held out for              across innumerable particular places—all while                              
         Even our own internal “we” remained protean.                                        our assembly, and we cannot do what we want to do,                                                       small moments of community and sharing. As Athanasiou            striving to maintain our communities and,                                   
         Our five positions shifted, open and fluid,                N  N      N              say what we want to say, assemble how we want to                                                         suggests in “Performing the Institution ‘As If It Were           perhaps, build new ones.                                                    
         over discussions in email, Whatsapp, Zoom. We                                       assemble without reinforcing the conditions we                                                           Possible’”:                                                                                                                                  
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        In the new year, we tried yet again. We took                   T TT                                                                                                                              ‧  responsive modes of being-in-common,     ‧                  found below, their shimmering presence reflecting our                      
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    it is something I had never experienced before.                           TT                 ‧  together and the globe-spanning array of  ‧                                                          together” while leaving open space for difference.                                                                                        
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       “Full credits will appear at that time [the                                            shared eight silent minutes that otherwise would have                                                    As Haraway says, “Situated knowledges are about                                                                                             
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                                                                             OO                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
  N O T H I N G   B U T   D E B T S :                                                             public to do this.” What is implied here is                                                           {IMG:0:115:29:true}                                                                                                                        
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                         TT                  that the research done, the work accomplished,                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   P E R F O R M I N G   T H E   N E O -                                                          and the knowledge shared up to now do not                                                                                                                                                                                                        
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                      HH H                deserve public recognition, until the                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  I N S T I T U T I O N                                                                            institution decides otherwise. In other words:                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                                        I  I I                not before yet more work has been done. However,                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                   the work has to be conceived of as “an                                                                                                                                                                                                          
    Our original proposal to the Research Refusal                           N   N  N               opportunity, not an obligation.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                
   CFP was titled “Nothing Happening Here: From                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
   Research Refusals to Studying Together.” Yet even                       G     G  G              ™ is the most slippery object imaginable. Try to                                                                                                                                                                                                
   after we submitted, the provenance of our title                                                 catch a wet fish! ™ doesn’t provide a structure to                                                                                                                                                                                              
   was not entirely clear to us. “Nothing” made                                                    support the performing of (research) refusal. If                                                                                                                                                                                                
   sense, since we'd worked on nothing together                                                    refusal means—following Tuck and Yang—to “turn the                                                                                                                                                                                              
   before. In “Happening,” there seemed to be a                           B      B  B              gaze back upon power” (p. 241), how to refuse                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   gesture towards 1960s “Happenings” and perhaps a                                                something that invisibilizes its power either by                                                                                                                                                                                                
   future promise of performativity. But what about                        U     U  U             its being oblivious to it or by its refusal to take                                                                                                                                                                                              
   “Here”? Where did that come from? Where was "here,"                                            the responsibility that comes with it?                                                                                                                                                                                                           
   and what did it signify?                                                 T   T  T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                  Careful however: this is not an attack on                                                                                                                                                                                                        
    We began the conclusion to our first listserv email                                           individual O, themselves taken in the slippery nets                                                                                                                                                                                              
    with: “This contradiction between togetherness and                                           of the structure. Instead, this text is an attempt                                                                                                                                                                                                
    individuality is something we will explore further in                     DD D               to make the flimmering, glittery structure of the                                                                                                                                                                                                 
    subsequent provocations, but for now, let us make our                                        neo/non-institution visible. Refusal is our                                                                                                                                                                                                       
    own position clear...” (11/30/2020). Yet despite                          EE                ethical and political responsibility and this                                                                                                                                                                                                      
     striving for clarity, in the preceding sentences, we                                       attempt is the closest we will come to refusing ™,                                                                                                                                                                                                 
     qualified these same we’s, us’s, and our’s. In short,                   BB                 for now.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
     we attempted to recognize the disparity of our varying                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
      positions by writing:                                                 T                  We are irritated with each other that we have                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                               complied in writing this, but we agree that to                                                                                                                                                                                                      
       ‧  We are all in this together. Or we should      ‧                SS                   not comply “won’t mean much.” This irritation                                                                                                                                                                                                       
        ‧  say, we are each in this together. Because    ‧                N                   turns into responsibilization of each other, as                                                            +Seven researchers, from two different Refusal groups, not working and doing nothing together over Zoom.+                                 
        ‧  we also want to acknowledge our               ‧                                    we assign ourselves tasks of editing, writing,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
        ‧  differentiated positions: first within our   ‧               O O                   designing—work we all love to do—but not for                                                                                                                                                                                                         
        ‧  group, and then across all nine groups, and  ‧                                     nothing! We, the group Nothing Happening Here,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
         ‧  finally amongst the organizers. We want    ‧               T TT                  have arrived at the neo-institution of ™ to find                                                                                                                                                                                                      
         ‧  to problematize the too-easy use of the    ‧                                     nothing already here—except for the                                                                      We had already accepted that we could not yet claim               only way to find a larger vision is to be                                  
         ‧  word “we.” We ask you to be suspicious    ‧               H H  H                 responsibilization to become something.                                                                  common experience with our fellow refusers. Yet against           somewhere in particular” (p. 590). In the past                             
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         stood: with each other, with the other                                              Toward a Performative Theory of Assembly+, “None of                                                       ‧  The conditions of possibility for being-in-    ‧             did together, as nine groups, on January 21.                                
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         even struggled to agree on a collective                                              sometimes we must act to install and preserve those                                                       ‧  institutional forces of dispossession that  ‧               not everyone who was there took the survey, we still                        
         definition of the word “institution” and                    B B     B                very conditions. The paradox is obvious, and yet what                                                     ‧  underlie the contemporary regime of         ‧               understand this (partial) collective exercise as an                         
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        more timezones. Our unfixable heres continued                                           In this very moment that you are reading we assemble                                                      ‧  (p. 680)                               ‧                                                                                              
       to ask for some address, though our                                D                     to say: The neo/non-institution does not break. Made                                                                                                                     Nothing Happening Here, March 2021                                        
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 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                  T   T  T               here—yet one more reminder of how over the                                                               ways large or small, Athanasiou promises a                                                                                             
   Transmediale (hereafter abbreviated ™) brings to light a                                        past year, such disaggregated gatherings have                                                            potential “being-in-common,” even as she                         -  Do you feel these people, these groups,                            
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    in sharing, the depth of thoughts, the individual                         UU U                ‧  And so, how can our interests become    ‧                                                            rather than despite, these sutures, Haraway holds                 Here/Recognizing_Our_Debts_-                                           
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                   H                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                    OOO                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                               H O W   C A N   I   L I V E ?   O N L Y   I N   R E F U S A L                                                                     {IMG:0:160:40:true}                                                                                                                                               
                     WW  W                      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                  I’m pushing these words out in conflict with my mind that                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                 refuses to write, refuses to squeeze. Or is it something                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                   C    C     C                  different? I’m feeling resistant to authentically                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                 engaging with this digest. A deep exhaustion of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                  A     AA      A                expressive sensical labor that persists like an army                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                under water even as the threads of human life and the so                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                 N      NN        N             called US political life are pulled apart. Re-fractured                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                life goes on within a pandemic that rages across Los                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                Angeles and as white supremacist terrorists plan armed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                rebellions across the colonial capitals. So in my refusal I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                  I   I    I        I           pleasurably lounge around my kitchen and I also return to                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                one of my favorite movies, +Chocolate Babies+. I recommend                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                watching after reading and in reflection of Saidiya                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                Hartman’s piece +The Anarchy of Colored Girls Assembled in a                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                   L L     L        L           Riotous Manner+. For Black life has always refused because                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                we’ve had no other choice if we dare to live.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                 I   I     I       I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                  ‧  +In the direct action of the collective of friends in  ‧                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                V   V      V     V                ‧  the film, “black faggots with a political agenda”, we   ‧                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                  ‧  can feel reflected back to us the creative imagination  ‧                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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   E M B R A C E   N O   C E R T A I N T I E S :                        is only then that the “there is no alternative” can                                                                                           imagination, inscribing their margins on it.                          begins by imagining other fictions for our lives,      
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                       be actually uttered. From that moment on, what                         RR R                                                                                                                                         but must be continued as the actual hacking of the     
   O R ,   H O W   T O   R E F U S E                                     begins is the psychic stage of capitalism; a global                                                                                         Alternatively, by affirming – following Deleuze and                    techno-aesthetic fluxes of +capitalist realism+.       
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                     multimedia enterprise whose only purpose is to                        A A A                                                                 Guattari – that “desire belongs to the                                 Generating the conditions of existence for post-       
   C A P I T A L I S T   R E A L I S M                                   convince every human being that the only mode of                                                                                            infrastructure,” we reject any dualism or asymmetry                    capitalist subjectivities is not enough; we must       
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                     subjectivation lies within the limits of this                        C   C C                                           O                    that divides the world between a knowing subject and                   generate modes of subjectivity capable of shaping a    
                                                                          +reality+, which is equivalent, as +they+                                                                                                  a known object; between a superstructure where the                     post-capitalist world.                                 
    We think that the current times, given the conditions                 insistently repeat, to oneself’s limits – that is                 E     E  E                                           R RR                contents of knowledge are registered and an                                                                                   
    they have put in place or revealed – broad and                        how the subject of late capitalism is constituted,                                                                     ,   ,               infrastructure derived from the forms these contents                   Those who dare to embrace such a process, starting     
    pervasive weaves of social turmoil derived from a                     but is also how +cynical subjects+ are born.                                                                                               acquire in the real world. Instead, we propose to                      by knowing and imagining (+), to then consciously      
   silently unfinished financial crisis, from ongoing                                                                                                                                                                navigate a different type of ocean; one through which                  unfold the power (+) of their actions in order to      
   environmental disasters, from a pandemic that has                      While the former is a disciplined fully convinced                                                                                          a more discerning observer may find uncertainty where                 (re)shape reality, will become the +enactive            
   brutally shown the cracks in our system of                             subject whose processes of subjectivation proceed                                                                                          his fellows, with open cynicism, assert only clarity.                 subjects+ reaching the foreign shores beyond the        
   development –, signal the inevitable end of an epoch.                  without disturbances as a sort of positive feedback               N     N                                                                   Similarly, Heisenberg proposed, through his                          ocean that still constrains our circumstances. By       
   A conclusion that must be navigated through an ocean                   loop that always returns to the self, the latter is                        N                                             H    H             +uncertainty principle+, a methodological premise to                 knowing (+) them without fear, and coupling their       
   of uncertainty whose horizon may lead, as some have                    one whose subjectivation is in effect driven by                    O    O                                                                   clarify how fuzzy our attempts to measure the                        processes of subjectivation and actions to them,        
   dared to +imagine+, to the still not clearly                           pure noise; their position is based on the                                O                                          O   O  O               location of an entity can be. Thus, we look for                     they will transform +uncertain objects+ into a whole     
   discernible territory of post-capitalism.                             acceptance that, although they are not happy with                                                                                            radical uncertainty as a way of bracketing the                      new phase of power (+); a stage that will bring          
                                                                         the way things are, and they are actually                                                                         W       WW                  potential of an object to become a key agent of                    about – as it is already happening in those corners      
   Precisely because of that, the seemingly tireless and                 +critical+ of their current condition, they anyway                                                                                            history.                                                          where malaise is accumulated – +operative objects+        
   hegemonic commandments that seek to keep blocking the                 assume that "there is no alternative". In a way,                                                                                                                                                                that are tantamount to +enactive subjects+, and vice      
    deployment of any space of imagination that can open                 +cynical subjects+ are artificially impotent ones,                    CC                                                                       Daring to advance an explanation that may still                  versa.                                                    
    a road beyond the prevailing capitalist reality – the               who refuse – as a sort of strategy of survival – to                     C                                                                       remain unbalanced, we shall say that by following                                                                          
    frigid echo of the Thatcherian “there is no                         imagine other possible futures. Thus, the                              E                                           T         T                  the method sketched above we do not only find the                       Enactive Subject  Operative Object                 
    alternative” –, must be confronted with redoubled                   +existential atmosphere+ in which this cynical                                                                                                   sign of every past, but also that of the futures                                                                          
    strategies of emancipation – strategies where                      subject inhabits is precisely what Fisher described                    R                                          O    O      O                   that are open to contingency; a finding that                Knowledge  (+)               (+)                              
     academic research can and must play a relevant role.              as +capitalist realism+; a particular kind of                                                                                                     outlines the basis of an +infra-language+ that is                                                                         
     In other words, we call to embrace an active, if not              +realism+ connected to an ironic distance – rooted                   T                                                                            anonymous enough as to access the infrastructure of        Power      (+)               (+)                               
     activist, vindication of imagination; an action of               in a void aesthetics and spectacle, rather than in                   T                                                                              +atmospheres+ and +operating systems+, beyond the                                                                        
      political commitment which understands imagination              true belief and commitment – that is supposed to                     AA                                                                             syntax employed by the superstructure’s                      Then, how could we overcome +capitalist realism+            
      as a technology that, informed by critical and                  keep us safe, away from the ideological fanaticisms                 A                                                                               metalanguage.                                               without returning to the false hopes of our beliefs          
      analytical surveys of the real, can boost the                   of the past; a pervasive hallucinatory atmosphere in                 II                                             R          R R                                                                              about the past? We believe that cultivating a model          
       emergence of new methods to discern forthcoming               which subjects perceive the possibility of change as               I                                                                                          Cynical Subject  Uncertain Object                  of subjectivity which is both entangled in and               
       worlds, as well as collective modes of existence –            a mere illusion. In other words, the understanding                   N N                                                E       EE                                                                               nourished by its own +milieu+, aiming to put                 
       that is to say, the emergence of a techno-aesthetics          that to live in the +real+ world is tantamount to                 N                                                                                Knowledge  (+)              (-)                               knowledge into action, could be an alternative – an          
       that is also a techno-politics.                               accept that capitalism is not only the better                       T   T                                                  F  FF                                                                                 alternative to the conception of objectivity derived         
                                                                    system, but the only possible one.                                                                                                                  Power      (-)              (+)                               from the mere transformation of the material                 
        Embracing such vindication implies facing the many                                                                               I     I                                               U   UU                                                                                 conditions of the world, that have proven to be              
        times invisible presence of at least two obstacles:         It could be said, therefore, that this +cynical                                                                                                        Put differently, a double bind in a matrix of              effective only in cynical conscience. Thus, we argue,        
        a) in research – but also in most activities of             subject+ is an +idiot+ – perhaps in the more                         E     E                                           S        S S                    relationships defined by knowledge and power. While        the dialectic that so far has kept the spheres of            
         contemporary society – the broad and finally               classical sense of the term. This may emerge as                                                                                                        the classical formula of ideology aimed to reveal          knowledge and power separated, will be overcome.             
         triumphant unfolding of +capitalist realism+, since        actual evidence when we examine the most extrinsic                   S     S                                         E         E    E                  an alienated subjectivity among those who "do not                                                                       
         the 1970s onwards, brought about the imposed               elements of the territories conquered by capitalism –                                                                                                know why they do it, but still do it," the formula                                                                      
         acceptance that we can only acquire knowledge about        as we have done elsewhere. Thus, among the                                                                                                          of cynicism reveals the reality of those who –                                                                           
         reality by reducing uncertainty; which led, in             expressions of critical discourse, we find the                                                                                                      either because of their academic training or their                                                                       
         turn, b) to the fragile, although persistent               production of an aesthetics characterized by                       T                                                                                instinct of self-preservation – "know very well why                                                                      
         constitution of hordes of +cynical subjects+ who           slowness; one that takes refuge in the realm of                                                                                                     they do it, but still do it". Thus, as the scheme                                                                        
         received such imposition as the inevitable                  intimacy right there where beliefs have been                       I                                                     CC   C                    above shows, +cynical subjects+ develop an open or                                                                       
         boundaries of their modes of subjectivation, and            replaced by an axiom that remains indifferent to                                                                                                  rather positive (+) connection with knowledge, while                                                                      
         therefore as the only space for action – despite            criticism’s declared good intentions. An aesthetics                 E                                                     AA A                    insisting on harboring a negative (-) or rather                                                                           
         such space being, even within their own                     governing those who prefer to close their eyes to the                                                                                             silent attachment to its potential for action; to                                                                         
        consciousness, just a too realistic farce.                   structural effects of the context in which they                      S                                                 P P      P                its potential for power. It is in this situation of                                                                        
                                                                      operate, to retreat themselves into the content of                                                                                              impotence that the +critical+ spirit fostered in                                                                           
        Understanding the character of these obstacles, we            their private thoughts. Prey to indecision,                                                                         I   I       I                academic institutions can be found. In an always                                                                           
        argue, is therefore critical in order to unfold               +cynicism+ is also the melancholy of those who remain                                                                                           increasing confidence in its achievements, academic                                                                         
        effective strategies not only to overcome them, but            immobile in the face of the loss of an object they                                                               T     T     T                 cynicism can only know its objects of research                                                                              
       also to transit the epochal conclusion they hide,               are unable to identify among the certainties of the                                                                                            through principles of universal equivalence (impact                                                                         
       and all the more, approaching ourselves to shores               world surrounding them. A modern mind in an                                                                     A     A  A                     factor, indexing systems, standardized syllabi). The                                                                        
       where the limits of society – the limits of the                  exhausted useless body – as Antonioni warned –,                                                                                             fetishism that binds it to objectivity makes it                                                                              
      real – can be permanently drawn as a reflection of                that prescribes itself an object for-itself, while                                                           L    LL                       forget that these metrics and their objects were also                                                                        
      the multiple, interconnected and ongoing processes                the march of the world passes out-of-itself.                                                                                                built, and therefore, that nothing prohibits us to                                                                           
      of becoming part of the collective – of becoming a                                                                                                                               I  I                        modify them – nothing, except a state of generalized                                                                         
     new whole.                                                                                                                                                                                                   certainty that paralyzes any opportunity to affect or                                                                         
                                                                        The Uncertain Object of Post-Capitalism                                                                       S  SS                       be affected by the world around it. What remains                                                                              
                                                                        ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~                                                                                                     unknown (-) or rather silenced by the cynics,                                                                                 
    The Cynical Subject of Capitalist Realism                            By insisting that our social experience responds to                                                            TT   T                    however, are precisely those +uncertain objects+                                                                              
   ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~                               knowing an already objectified world, the                                                                                               through which the potential to power (+) will unfold                                                                          
    The massive pervasiveness and effectiveness of                        capitalist mode of production reveals that it is                                                                                        freely; those which – where malaise is accumulated,                                                                           
    +capitalist realism+ – a term and an assessment we                    not only capable of subsuming labor into capital,                                                                                       as in Hong-Kong, Chile, or elsewhere – will trigger                                                                           
    decidedly take from Mark Fisher – seem to emerge                      but also that it can absorb the potential for                                                                                           events that will be labeled as unpredictable and                                                                              
   from within, to then spread horizontally. Put                          imagining a different world; the set of knowledge                                                                                        incomprehensible by those attached to the official                                                                            
   differently, instead of operating in accordance to                     Marx called +general intellect+. Here lies the core                                                           R         R  R            and certain version of the facts.                                                                                             
   the historically more common narrative saying that                     of our critique of contemporary academic research –                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   the oppressive powers of capital follow a top-down                     the point of departure of our endeavor to +research                                                           E           EE             Therefore, we argue – following Lazzarato and                                                                                
   flux – perhaps an oversimplification of Marx’s                         refusal+ –; in the fact that research itself may                                                                                         Berardi – that contemporary theories need to assume                                                                          
   theories –, the commandments of contemporary                           have become one of the most influential communities                                                           A          AA              that the political economy of capitalism is primarily                                                                        
   capitalism – the enhanced version of Capital put in                    of +cynical subjects+ – one of the key modes                                                                                             a machine that, above all, produces modes of                                                                                 
   place from the mid 20th century onwards – work                        through which the aforementioned +contagions+                                                                  L       L L                subjectivity. Hence, the constitution of the self                                                                            
   through the almost unstoppable power of subject-to-                   operate. The main question at this point, however,                                                                                         always ends up being an invention, and political                                                                            
   subject contagions. That is to say – what an irony –,                 refers to the methods and techniques by which these                                                            I   I  I                    action, accordingly, remains an ethical and                                                                                 
   +capitalist realism+ is tantamount to an always                       communities were able to keep insisting that the                                                                                            aesthetic question that must be unfolded in relation                                                                        
    ongoing network of infections where each subject,                    only serious and thus realistic mode to know                                                                   S  S                         to imagination and the configuration of +aesthetic                                                                         
    acting as a node and as a vector, is critical for the               reality implies researching into its +objective                                                                                               atmospheres+ – and those (or that) able to control                                                                         
    operation to take place and remain effective. Of                    certainties+.                                                                                                   M MM                           such an aesthetic space would be in turn able to                                                                           
    course, in order for that to be unfolded, Capital had                                                                                                                                                            (re)configure +the real+. Ironically enough,                                                                              
    to implant such commandments; which by itself                      Thus, a +certain object+ shall always be understood,                                                                                           therefore, the conditions for a post-capitalist turn                                                                      
     constituted a whole stage of capitalism – i.e.,                   as opposed to +uncertain+ ones, as objects whose                                                                                              are at our disposal: they require us to refuse the                                                                        
     colonialism, extractivism, early industrialization,               margins are well defined; we know where to find                                                                                               machinic standardization of subjectivation, to then                                                                       
     world wars, cold war. After that, however, the system            them, and all the more, we know how to allocate them.                                                                                          subvert its network potential in order to release                                                                        
      works with a fair degree of autonomy, given that the            They respond to clearly identifiable protocols of                                                                                                and intensify other vectors for individual and                                                                           
      infrastructural, technological, and operational                 representation becoming then the objects that give                                                                                               collective subjectivation – the replacement of                                                                           
      framework through which the system operates has                 certainty and stability to our world – the stability                                                                                             positive feedback loops by negative ones. This                                                                           
       already been deployed, reaching levels of                     of the markets, the cohesion of societies, the rule                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
       maturation and ubiquity that make it inevitable – it          of law, etc. In other words, they condition our                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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   E M B R A C E   N O   C E R T A I N T I E S :                        is only then that the “there is no alternative” can                                                                                           imagination, inscribing their margins on it.                          begins by imagining other fictions for our lives,      
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                       be actually uttered. From that moment on, what                         RR R                                                                                                                                         but must be continued as the actual hacking of the     
   O R ,   H O W   T O   R E F U S E                                     begins is the psychic stage of capitalism; a global                                                                                         Alternatively, by affirming – following Deleuze and                    techno-aesthetic fluxes of +capitalist realism+.       
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                     multimedia enterprise whose only purpose is to                        A A A                                                                 Guattari – that “desire belongs to the                                 Generating the conditions of existence for post-       
   C A P I T A L I S T   R E A L I S M                                   convince every human being that the only mode of                                                                                            infrastructure,” we reject any dualism or asymmetry                    capitalist subjectivities is not enough; we must       
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                     subjectivation lies within the limits of this                        C   C C                                           O                    that divides the world between a knowing subject and                   generate modes of subjectivity capable of shaping a    
                                                                          +reality+, which is equivalent, as +they+                                                                                                  a known object; between a superstructure where the                     post-capitalist world.                                 
    We think that the current times, given the conditions                 insistently repeat, to oneself’s limits – that is                 E     E  E                                           R RR                contents of knowledge are registered and an                                                                                   
    they have put in place or revealed – broad and                        how the subject of late capitalism is constituted,                                                                     ,   ,               infrastructure derived from the forms these contents                   Those who dare to embrace such a process, starting     
    pervasive weaves of social turmoil derived from a                     but is also how +cynical subjects+ are born.                                                                                               acquire in the real world. Instead, we propose to                      by knowing and imagining (+), to then consciously      
   silently unfinished financial crisis, from ongoing                                                                                                                                                                navigate a different type of ocean; one through which                  unfold the power (+) of their actions in order to      
   environmental disasters, from a pandemic that has                      While the former is a disciplined fully convinced                                                                                          a more discerning observer may find uncertainty where                 (re)shape reality, will become the +enactive            
   brutally shown the cracks in our system of                             subject whose processes of subjectivation proceed                                                                                          his fellows, with open cynicism, assert only clarity.                 subjects+ reaching the foreign shores beyond the        
   development –, signal the inevitable end of an epoch.                  without disturbances as a sort of positive feedback               N     N                                                                   Similarly, Heisenberg proposed, through his                          ocean that still constrains our circumstances. By       
   A conclusion that must be navigated through an ocean                   loop that always returns to the self, the latter is                        N                                             H    H             +uncertainty principle+, a methodological premise to                 knowing (+) them without fear, and coupling their       
   of uncertainty whose horizon may lead, as some have                    one whose subjectivation is in effect driven by                    O    O                                                                   clarify how fuzzy our attempts to measure the                        processes of subjectivation and actions to them,        
   dared to +imagine+, to the still not clearly                           pure noise; their position is based on the                                O                                          O   O  O               location of an entity can be. Thus, we look for                     they will transform +uncertain objects+ into a whole     
   discernible territory of post-capitalism.                             acceptance that, although they are not happy with                                                                                            radical uncertainty as a way of bracketing the                      new phase of power (+); a stage that will bring          
                                                                         the way things are, and they are actually                                                                         W       WW                  potential of an object to become a key agent of                    about – as it is already happening in those corners      
   Precisely because of that, the seemingly tireless and                 +critical+ of their current condition, they anyway                                                                                            history.                                                          where malaise is accumulated – +operative objects+        
   hegemonic commandments that seek to keep blocking the                 assume that "there is no alternative". In a way,                                                                                                                                                                that are tantamount to +enactive subjects+, and vice      
    deployment of any space of imagination that can open                 +cynical subjects+ are artificially impotent ones,                    CC                                                                       Daring to advance an explanation that may still                  versa.                                                    
    a road beyond the prevailing capitalist reality – the               who refuse – as a sort of strategy of survival – to                     C                                                                       remain unbalanced, we shall say that by following                                                                          
    frigid echo of the Thatcherian “there is no                         imagine other possible futures. Thus, the                              E                                           T         T                  the method sketched above we do not only find the                       Enactive Subject  Operative Object                 
    alternative” –, must be confronted with redoubled                   +existential atmosphere+ in which this cynical                                                                                                   sign of every past, but also that of the futures                                                                          
    strategies of emancipation – strategies where                      subject inhabits is precisely what Fisher described                    R                                          O    O      O                   that are open to contingency; a finding that                Knowledge  (+)               (+)                              
     academic research can and must play a relevant role.              as +capitalist realism+; a particular kind of                                                                                                     outlines the basis of an +infra-language+ that is                                                                         
     In other words, we call to embrace an active, if not              +realism+ connected to an ironic distance – rooted                   T                                                                            anonymous enough as to access the infrastructure of        Power      (+)               (+)                               
     activist, vindication of imagination; an action of               in a void aesthetics and spectacle, rather than in                   T                                                                              +atmospheres+ and +operating systems+, beyond the                                                                        
      political commitment which understands imagination              true belief and commitment – that is supposed to                     AA                                                                             syntax employed by the superstructure’s                      Then, how could we overcome +capitalist realism+            
      as a technology that, informed by critical and                  keep us safe, away from the ideological fanaticisms                 A                                                                               metalanguage.                                               without returning to the false hopes of our beliefs          
      analytical surveys of the real, can boost the                   of the past; a pervasive hallucinatory atmosphere in                 II                                             R          R R                                                                              about the past? We believe that cultivating a model          
       emergence of new methods to discern forthcoming               which subjects perceive the possibility of change as               I                                                                                          Cynical Subject  Uncertain Object                  of subjectivity which is both entangled in and               
       worlds, as well as collective modes of existence –            a mere illusion. In other words, the understanding                   N N                                                E       EE                                                                               nourished by its own +milieu+, aiming to put                 
       that is to say, the emergence of a techno-aesthetics          that to live in the +real+ world is tantamount to                 N                                                                                Knowledge  (+)              (-)                               knowledge into action, could be an alternative – an          
       that is also a techno-politics.                               accept that capitalism is not only the better                       T   T                                                  F  FF                                                                                 alternative to the conception of objectivity derived         
                                                                    system, but the only possible one.                                                                                                                  Power      (-)              (+)                               from the mere transformation of the material                 
        Embracing such vindication implies facing the many                                                                               I     I                                               U   UU                                                                                 conditions of the world, that have proven to be              
        times invisible presence of at least two obstacles:         It could be said, therefore, that this +cynical                                                                                                        Put differently, a double bind in a matrix of              effective only in cynical conscience. Thus, we argue,        
        a) in research – but also in most activities of             subject+ is an +idiot+ – perhaps in the more                         E     E                                           S        S S                    relationships defined by knowledge and power. While        the dialectic that so far has kept the spheres of            
         contemporary society – the broad and finally               classical sense of the term. This may emerge as                                                                                                        the classical formula of ideology aimed to reveal          knowledge and power separated, will be overcome.             
         triumphant unfolding of +capitalist realism+, since        actual evidence when we examine the most extrinsic                   S     S                                         E         E    E                  an alienated subjectivity among those who "do not                                                                       
         the 1970s onwards, brought about the imposed               elements of the territories conquered by capitalism –                                                                                                know why they do it, but still do it," the formula                                                                      
         acceptance that we can only acquire knowledge about        as we have done elsewhere. Thus, among the                                                                                                          of cynicism reveals the reality of those who –                                                                           
         reality by reducing uncertainty; which led, in             expressions of critical discourse, we find the                                                                                                      either because of their academic training or their                                                                       
         turn, b) to the fragile, although persistent               production of an aesthetics characterized by                       T                                                                                instinct of self-preservation – "know very well why                                                                      
         constitution of hordes of +cynical subjects+ who           slowness; one that takes refuge in the realm of                                                                                                     they do it, but still do it". Thus, as the scheme                                                                        
         received such imposition as the inevitable                  intimacy right there where beliefs have been                       I                                                     CC   C                    above shows, +cynical subjects+ develop an open or                                                                       
         boundaries of their modes of subjectivation, and            replaced by an axiom that remains indifferent to                                                                                                  rather positive (+) connection with knowledge, while                                                                      
         therefore as the only space for action – despite            criticism’s declared good intentions. An aesthetics                 E                                                     AA A                    insisting on harboring a negative (-) or rather                                                                           
         such space being, even within their own                     governing those who prefer to close their eyes to the                                                                                             silent attachment to its potential for action; to                                                                         
        consciousness, just a too realistic farce.                   structural effects of the context in which they                      S                                                 P P      P                its potential for power. It is in this situation of                                                                        
                                                                      operate, to retreat themselves into the content of                                                                                              impotence that the +critical+ spirit fostered in                                                                           
        Understanding the character of these obstacles, we            their private thoughts. Prey to indecision,                                                                         I   I       I                academic institutions can be found. In an always                                                                           
        argue, is therefore critical in order to unfold               +cynicism+ is also the melancholy of those who remain                                                                                           increasing confidence in its achievements, academic                                                                         
        effective strategies not only to overcome them, but            immobile in the face of the loss of an object they                                                               T     T     T                 cynicism can only know its objects of research                                                                              
       also to transit the epochal conclusion they hide,               are unable to identify among the certainties of the                                                                                            through principles of universal equivalence (impact                                                                         
       and all the more, approaching ourselves to shores               world surrounding them. A modern mind in an                                                                     A     A  A                     factor, indexing systems, standardized syllabi). The                                                                        
       where the limits of society – the limits of the                  exhausted useless body – as Antonioni warned –,                                                                                             fetishism that binds it to objectivity makes it                                                                              
      real – can be permanently drawn as a reflection of                that prescribes itself an object for-itself, while                                                           L    LL                       forget that these metrics and their objects were also                                                                        
      the multiple, interconnected and ongoing processes                the march of the world passes out-of-itself.                                                                                                built, and therefore, that nothing prohibits us to                                                                           
      of becoming part of the collective – of becoming a                                                                                                                               I  I                        modify them – nothing, except a state of generalized                                                                         
     new whole.                                                                                                                                                                                                   certainty that paralyzes any opportunity to affect or                                                                         
                                                                        The Uncertain Object of Post-Capitalism                                                                       S  SS                       be affected by the world around it. What remains                                                                              
                                                                        ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~                                                                                                     unknown (-) or rather silenced by the cynics,                                                                                 
    The Cynical Subject of Capitalist Realism                            By insisting that our social experience responds to                                                            TT   T                    however, are precisely those +uncertain objects+                                                                              
   ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~                               knowing an already objectified world, the                                                                                               through which the potential to power (+) will unfold                                                                          
    The massive pervasiveness and effectiveness of                        capitalist mode of production reveals that it is                                                                                        freely; those which – where malaise is accumulated,                                                                           
    +capitalist realism+ – a term and an assessment we                    not only capable of subsuming labor into capital,                                                                                       as in Hong-Kong, Chile, or elsewhere – will trigger                                                                           
    decidedly take from Mark Fisher – seem to emerge                      but also that it can absorb the potential for                                                                                           events that will be labeled as unpredictable and                                                                              
   from within, to then spread horizontally. Put                          imagining a different world; the set of knowledge                                                                                        incomprehensible by those attached to the official                                                                            
   differently, instead of operating in accordance to                     Marx called +general intellect+. Here lies the core                                                           R         R  R            and certain version of the facts.                                                                                             
   the historically more common narrative saying that                     of our critique of contemporary academic research –                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   the oppressive powers of capital follow a top-down                     the point of departure of our endeavor to +research                                                           E           EE             Therefore, we argue – following Lazzarato and                                                                                
   flux – perhaps an oversimplification of Marx’s                         refusal+ –; in the fact that research itself may                                                                                         Berardi – that contemporary theories need to assume                                                                          
   theories –, the commandments of contemporary                           have become one of the most influential communities                                                           A          AA              that the political economy of capitalism is primarily                                                                        
   capitalism – the enhanced version of Capital put in                    of +cynical subjects+ – one of the key modes                                                                                             a machine that, above all, produces modes of                                                                                 
   place from the mid 20th century onwards – work                        through which the aforementioned +contagions+                                                                  L       L L                subjectivity. Hence, the constitution of the self                                                                            
   through the almost unstoppable power of subject-to-                   operate. The main question at this point, however,                                                                                         always ends up being an invention, and political                                                                            
   subject contagions. That is to say – what an irony –,                 refers to the methods and techniques by which these                                                            I   I  I                    action, accordingly, remains an ethical and                                                                                 
   +capitalist realism+ is tantamount to an always                       communities were able to keep insisting that the                                                                                            aesthetic question that must be unfolded in relation                                                                        
    ongoing network of infections where each subject,                    only serious and thus realistic mode to know                                                                   S  S                         to imagination and the configuration of +aesthetic                                                                         
    acting as a node and as a vector, is critical for the               reality implies researching into its +objective                                                                                               atmospheres+ – and those (or that) able to control                                                                         
    operation to take place and remain effective. Of                    certainties+.                                                                                                   M MM                           such an aesthetic space would be in turn able to                                                                           
    course, in order for that to be unfolded, Capital had                                                                                                                                                            (re)configure +the real+. Ironically enough,                                                                              
    to implant such commandments; which by itself                      Thus, a +certain object+ shall always be understood,                                                                                           therefore, the conditions for a post-capitalist turn                                                                      
     constituted a whole stage of capitalism – i.e.,                   as opposed to +uncertain+ ones, as objects whose                                                                                              are at our disposal: they require us to refuse the                                                                        
     colonialism, extractivism, early industrialization,               margins are well defined; we know where to find                                                                                               machinic standardization of subjectivation, to then                                                                       
     world wars, cold war. After that, however, the system            them, and all the more, we know how to allocate them.                                                                                          subvert its network potential in order to release                                                                        
      works with a fair degree of autonomy, given that the            They respond to clearly identifiable protocols of                                                                                                and intensify other vectors for individual and                                                                           
      infrastructural, technological, and operational                 representation becoming then the objects that give                                                                                               collective subjectivation – the replacement of                                                                           
      framework through which the system operates has                 certainty and stability to our world – the stability                                                                                             positive feedback loops by negative ones. This                                                                           
       already been deployed, reaching levels of                     of the markets, the cohesion of societies, the rule                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
       maturation and ubiquity that make it inevitable – it          of law, etc. In other words, they condition our                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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                                                                                                                                                      TT                                                                                                                                                                                           
  I N T E R F A C E S   O F   R E F U S A L   –                               diagnosis is needed to heal the social formation                                                                               also accompanied by a disposition towards rejecting AI as an                corrected in order to return to the expected and          
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                of collective reasoning.                                                EE E                                                   institution and ideology. We need to abolish AI, not to make                undisturbed outcome. It is the minutiae and               
   C R I T I C A L   T E C H N I C A L                                                                                                                                                                       it less terrible. To break it apart, rather than to build it                unimportant activities that are accounted for             
   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                                                                                                R  R R                                                  further. We need to reject hegemonic notions of AI as                       and remembered in detail to realise "the true             
  ( R E S E A R C H )   P R A C T I C E                                     The language of cooperation – the conflation of                                                                                  inevitable and magical, and continously denounce it as                      functioning of everyday routine activities".              
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                         F   F  F                                                 "snake oil." As Sarah Hamid concludes,                                      Accounting for this allows him to intervene               
                                                                            things and their representations                                                                                                                                                                             into convention of a 'blocks world' and to                
    The interface is commonly understood as 'the user                       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                        A     A  A                                                 ‧  "But isn’t the goal to abolish these systems?      ‧                    notice what is between the blocks. Such a                 
   interface', but our understanding draws on a wider                          Agre's text is written in an autobiographical style                                                                            ‧  That's the aspiration. That's what we work        ‧                    practice forms an intervention into a discipline           
   notion in which the computer, more generally, may be                        that allows him to reflect on his own difficulties                 C      C  C                                                  ‧  towards. But what we celebrate as wins are the  ‧                     that would rather stay with blocks and modules             
   perceived as a layered construction of interfaces not                       with critical thinking, his professional vocabulary,                                                                            ‧  pauses and the breaks." (Hamid)                 ‧                     that can be easily put together folowing a                 
   only between users and machines, but also between                           and how to explain his position to his professional                E      E  E                                                                                                                           certain order. However, this 'intermediation'              
   layers of software and hardware. Interfaces are                             peers. E.g. he writes about a "work ethics" where                                                                                                                                                        that is the working between the blocks, also               
   designed with specific purposes, some very narrow and                       "building things was truly the end purpose of the                   S     S  S                                              Refusing the divide                                                         partakes in determining which blocks can be put             
   technically determined (as technical protocols), others                    hacker's work" which seems to leave out the critical                                                                          ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                        together and how.                                           
   more application and end user oriented (such as                            edge if it only "works". Later he describes how his                                                                              Agre talks about the different approaches towards                                                                                   
   interfaces for reading, seeing, listening, communication                   immersion in the field and its practices meant that he                                                                           technical practice (more precise and concrete                                                                                       
   and experience). In every instance, the interface                          "had incorporated the field's taste for technical                      O  O O                                                     towards technical formalization) and                               Intermediations as Anti-mimesis                                 
   functions as a relation between representation and                         formalization so thoroughly" that he "insisted on                                                                                 social/cultural practice (more vague and abstract                  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                 
    computation, and also between cooperation and capital                    trying to read everything as a narration of the                          FF F                                                      towards discursive interpretation), and this                         Each operation of planning, made operable by the              
    (which perhaps is of particular relevant in a platform                   workings of a mechanism." According to Agre, AI (and                                                                                points to a different way of developing                             computational system in the form of 'block worlds', is        
    economy) (Andersen and Pold).                                            probably other areas of computer science) is                                                                                        critique/criticism in which both ends to learn                      based on insights into, and (mid)understandings of,           
                                                                            simultaneously philosophical and engineering and this                                                                                from, and collaborate with, each other, to                          everyday activities. Today, in the age of so-called           
     ‧  +How is the capacity to work and cooperate ('to     ‧               causes confusion, which "conflate[s] representations                     RR                                                          understand a wider range of phenomena in the                       'machine learning', we are counting on discrete and highly     
      ‧  interface') historically and culturally            ‧               with the things that they represent".                                                                                                 world. Agre comes from a technical background and                 operable algorithmic systems to construct those 'blocks' of    
      ‧  determined and materially organized?+ In reference  ‧                                                                                      E                                                             later on he was exposed to critical tools from                    activities and mental processes. If, as Nidesh Lawtoo          
      ‧  to the idea of an autonomous cooperation, we seek   ‧             With this, Agre points to a key aspect of interfaces:                                                                                  other disciplines, such as literary studies,                      argues, "humans are, for better and worse, imitative           
       ‧  to address the in and exclusions of interfaces     ‧             computing seems magical, because of the conflation                     FF                                                              philosophy, etc, but he was troubled by the strong               creatures" (722), it becomes apparent that AI - and perhaps     
       ‧  and ask +what possible forms of cooperation or     ‧             between sign and signal. It solves problems through                                                                                     divide (what he called as "two polar-opposite                   especially machine learning - research is a scattered yet       
       ‧  interfaces that have not been, or are not,         ‧            programming, however it risks losing the richness of                   UU                                                                orientation" (147)) between science and humanities.             prodoundly aligned effort to imitate that same imitative        
        ‧  disciplined (including our own research           ‧            language. In this sense criticism becomes hard to                                                                                        However, this might also be true the other way                  nature of human beings. If it indeed is so, what can be         
        ‧  practices)? What are the (critical technical)     ‧            defend, if you can't build with it. And if you build                 S SS                                                                around in terms of the lack of vocabulary, tools and            gathered from Agre's intermediations - working 'between the     
        ‧  ‘practical’ alternatives or ‘refusals’ to        ‧             with it, it stops being critical. And refusal is                                                                                         skills for working with precise technical subjects              blocks' - when we are now counting on computational systems     
        ‧  cooperate on cultural, social as well as         ‧            impossible, since you're always already enclosed in                  A A  A                                                               from humanities, and how the combination of precision           to themselves be the contructors of these 'blocks'? In the      
         ‧  individual levels? What are the (critical      ‧             cybernetic systems. This is the conundrum of critical                                                                                     and vagueness can strengthen critical analysis,                 face of such mimetic 'imperialism' (in Agre's                   
         ‧  technical) practical responses and             ‧             technical practice.                                                 L  L   L                                                              reflections and various forms of practice. As Agre              characterization of AI, which is arguably only more true        
         ‧  alternatives?+                                ‧                                                                                                                                                        suggests critical technical practice requires a split           for machine learning), what 'failures' can critique             
                                                                         Agre's autobiographical, essayistic style renders his                                                                                     identity in the craft work of design and reflexive work         highlight? Instead of using intermediations to overcome         
         In outlining and analysing these +interfaces of                 effort recognizable, when working in between computing                                                                                    of critique, in which this may require an update that            the failures of AI research, such intermediations could        
         refusal+, we seek to draw theoretically not only                and humanities/arts. In this sense, perhaps, a kind of             –  –      –                                                           is no longer a split and we shouldn't reinforce such              be a core segment of a refusal of AI's imperialist             
         on post- and autonomous Marxism, but a wider body               refusal is taking this uncomfortable strangeness - the                                                                                   divide, but to think of ways to work across and learn             mimicry in the form of a performative, aesthetic               
         of texts. However, Phil Agre continuously seems                 strangeness of the algorithmic sign and its                                                                                              from both of these modes (Soon & Cox, 146). One way of            practice of anti-mimesis (Egebak), pointing not                
         to reappear as a common reference. In the                       contradictive combination of sign and signal - ad notam                                                                                  thinking about alternatives is how to unsettle our own            forward, but sideways, in our current moment of                
         following we will therefore outline a couple of                 or even ad absurdum?                                               C  C     C                                                            discipline/territory to understand how different                   intense reciprocal mimicry.                                   
         collective reflections (fragments) from his                                                                                                                                                             worldviews shape technology and human life forms.                                                                                 
         notion of a "critical technical practice" in                  {IMG:1:63:17:true}                                                    R  R   R                                                                                                                             {IMG:2:62:22:true}                                               
         relation to AI.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                              I I  I                                                         (Critical technical) practice-based research                                                                                          
      {IMG:0:58:16:true}                                                                                                                                                                                     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~                                                                                           
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